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Letters to the Editors 





Approves Procedure on Plan of Union 





Agrees With Union Plan 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Fully agree with your point of view that 
the whole church should have the opportunity 
of a year’s study—with the privilege of 
thoughtfully made suggestions for revision— 
of the new Plan of Union before being asked 
to come to Assembly and presbytery deci- 
sions on the union question. (OUTLOOK, 
Dec. 8) 

ROBERT STRONG. 

Augusta, Ga. 


Defense of B. M. Palmer 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I have taken THE OUTLOOK for five years 
and would hate to be without it. Took it 
years ago as The Presbyterian of the South. 
I take this opportunity to say a few words 
which I think somebody should say. 

In the book notes column of the November 
17 OUTLOOK, in his comments on the book 
by Professor E. Merton Coulson, ‘‘The Con- 
federate States of America,’’ Dr. Ernest Trice 
Thompson makes the statement, ‘‘Dr. Ben- 
jamin Morgan Palmer opposed Presbyterian 
reunion, and even Presbyterian reconcilation, 
insisting to the end that Northern Presby- 
terians by a comparable loyalty (meaning a 
loyalty comparable to his own loyalty to 
his country) to the Federal Government had 
removed the crown from the Redeemer’s 
head and betrayed the true spiritual mission 





For Christmas 
Either this... 


of the church,”’ adding, ‘It was a strange 
inconsistency, which his admirers generally 
never seemed to detect.”’ 

I was surprised at this statement, and I 
truly think something should be added to 
or taken from it. 

Benjamin Morgan Palmer was a citizen as 
well as a minister. He, as many others of 
his day, considered the position assumed by 
the seceding states completely justified. He 
loved his country with a deep and burning 
patriotism, he endeavored to help solve its 
problems by praying, working and exercising 
a citizen’s right of free speech. He, under 
the stress of the early days of the struggle, 
even delivered some ‘‘political sermons’’ in 
his church—as did many others. I make no 
defense of this. No minister has a right to 
make his pulpit a political platform. But, 
wrong as it was, I cannot see how this could 
be called a ‘‘comparable loyalty’’ to that ex- 
hibited by the northern church's claiming 
the right to control the political allegiance 
of its members and seeking to bind them by 
the use of the power of its high ecclesiastical 
court to ‘‘support, maintain, encourage and 
uphold the Federal Government in all its 
activities . . not now only .. . but at all 
future times’’ (space will not permit the 
lengthy wording but this is the substance of 
the Spring Resolution adopted by the As- 
sembly in Philadelphia 1861). 

Or in the Rosecrans Order No. 62 that no 
person be allowed to sit as a member of a 
church court unless he took a solmen oath 
pledging himself to oppose and denounce 
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the Southern Confederacy. This was actually 
enforced (Synod of Missouri, St. Louis, Octo- 
ber, 1864). A lieutenant in uniform standing 
inside the church administered the oath and 
seats were refused to those who were un- 
willing to take it. Or the imprisonment of 
Dr. Samuel Laws, minister of Fulton, Mo., 
for refusing to take a similar oath—and to 
furnish bond that he would keep it! 

These were the things to which Dr. Palmer 
referred as ‘‘binding the church of our glori- 
ous Lord to the wheels of Caesar's chariot.” 

The records may be searched in vain for 
any similar action by the southern church 
under the leadership of B. M. Palmer or 
anyone else. 

Yes, Dr. Palmer opposed the union of the 
two churches. Whether he was wise or un- 
wise in this remains to be seen. As we 
know, our forefathers stressed ‘‘purity of 
doctrine’’ and theological matters to what we 
now consider great extremes, and he op- 
posed the ‘‘latitude of doctrine’’ which that 
church's interpretation of the Westminster 
Standards seemed to allow, and the right 
claimed by it to meddle in political affairs. 
He objected to the terrible statements, 
charges and accusations made by it against 
the southern church which they persistently 
refused to retract even though proposing 
union. Further, there was no _ honorable 
ground for union offered during his lifetime. 

Dr. Palmer died May 25, 1902, and it was 
not until 1904 that the Northern Assembly 
voted to strike off all of these expressions. 

But let it be kept in mind that all this is 
the result of a war, the brutality, griefs, 
losses and sufferings which left scars too 
deep to be healed in one generation. Church 
leaders, as others, would have been more 
than human to come through such experiences 
without making some mistakes. 


JULIA E. PALMER 


Shirley) WHITE. 
San Angelo, Texas. 


(Mrs. 


EDITORS‘ NOTE—Mrs. White is a distant 
cousin of the B. M. Palmer family. 


“One Way” Hit the Nail 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Your editorial, ‘101 Ways vs. One Way” 
(Nov. 24) hit the nail squarely on the head. 
Please send me 200 copies. 

Yours for ‘‘Christian giving,’’ 
LOUIS H. HOFFMAN, Roanoke, Va. 
. timely editorial. 100 copies... . 

W. K. THOMAS. 

Beulah Methodist, Richmond, Va. 


300 copies. 


300 copies. 
L. C. RUDOLPH. 
E & R Church. Bridgeport, Conn. 


100 copies. 
J. R. LOVE. 
ARP church, York, S. C. 


100 copies 
W. C. RHODES, Jr., St. Stephen, S. C. 





100 copies. 


ALBERT C. BURKE, Jr., Street, Md. 


100 copies. 
JOSEPH A. McGEHEE, Fordyce, Ark. 


Appreciate very much your editorial on 
“101 Ways vs. One Way.’’ Hope you will 
make a reprint of it, or of a similar article, 
setting forth the low level of giving that is 
characterized by cake sales, ete. If you do, 
please send us 50 copies. 

HAROLD G. ODUM, Temple, Texas. 

COPIES are being supplied at 2c each or $1 
per 100, postpaid. Minimum, 10 copies. 
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‘Xmas’ on Last Legs 
Campaigner Finds 


Baton Rouge, La. (RNS)—Xmas 
is on its last legs says the man 3 
who 11 years ago started a cam- # 
Christ in 


paign to emphasize 
Christmas. 


Opie L. Shelton, manager of the § 
Baton Rouge Chamber of Com- Fi 
merce, has announced plans for a 4 
final national drive next year to 
“once and for all x-terminate % 
Xmas.”’ He believes that the use # 
of Xmas lessens the meaning of # 

% Christmas. 





LATEST CHAPEL HILL NEWS 

Latest developments in the Chapel Hill, 
N. C., case (OUTLOOK, Dec. 15) at 
press time were the refusal of the con- 
gregation to request the resignation of 
the pastor, Charles M. Jones, and its 
almost unanimous support of the officers. 

The vote by secret ballot in a con- 
gregational meeting was 156-14. Robert 
J. McMullen, the supply pastor, presided. 

Meanwhile Orange Presbytery had 
been called to meet Dec. 18 with action 
expected to be taken on the commis- 
sion’s report at that time. The commis- 
sion had asked for the resignation of 
both pastor and officers though later had 
accepted a counter-proposal of the offi- 
cers providing for their closer conformity 
to the church’s government and doc- 
trines. The commission continued to 
ask, however, for the pastor’s resigna- 
tion. 

EDITORS’ NOTE--A missing line of 
type from our Dec. 15 news story re- 
moved the names of two Greensboro 
ministers who are on the special com- 


mission of Orange Presbytery: Z. T. 
Piephoff and Jos. M. Garrison. 


John R. Richardson Named by 
Moderator to Lead Service 

John R. Richardson, Atlanta, Ga., pas- 
tor, has been named by the Assembly’s 
Moderator, Wm. A. Alexander, to par- 
ticipate in the leadership of the annual 
Service of prayer and dedication to which 
all members of Congress are invited 
January 6 in Washington. 

The service is held at the National 
Presbyterian Church, with the President 
and legislators invited. The Moderator 
of the USA church, Hermann N. Morse, 
and the pastor of the National Church, 
Edward L. R. Elson, along with Dr. 
Richardson, will officiate at the 8 a. m. 
service. 





TO GIVE SPRUNT LECTURES—Paul J. 
Tillich (above) of Union Seminary, New 
York, will deliver the Sprunt Lectures 
at Union Seminary in Virginia March 1-5. 
He will replace Emil Brunner, the fa- 
mous Swiss theologian, who has canceled 
his plans to speak in this country and 
teach in Japan, because of the death 


of a son and his own illness. Dr. 
Tillich, who had been scheduled for a 
later year in the Sprunt series, will 


speak on ‘‘Love, Power and Justice.”’ 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL 
CLOSES DENVER MEETING 











Denver, Colo. (RNS)—Efforts to tone 
down the doctrinal requirement for mem- 
bership in the National Council of 
Churches were defeated by the biennial 
assembly of that body here. 

A Quaker group in the Council had 
asked that the constitution be amended 
to embrace ‘‘all those who want to join 
in seeking to bring God’s kingdom in 
the world.’’ This, it was felt, would open 
the door to the Unitarian and Univer- 
salist churches, but the Council kept its 
admission requirement recognizing Jesus 
Christ as ‘‘divine Lord and Savior.’’ 

The Council voted to increase its pro- 
portion of laymen and ‘‘non-profes- 
sionals’’ in its membership. Twelve 
laymen and women are to be added to 
the 125-member general board which al- 
ready has some of the laity on it. De- 
nominations may also appoint twice as 
many delegates to the general board as 
at present without changing the present 
number of votes allowed, with all mem- 
bers then casting half-votes. 

A national convention of Protestant 
laymen was approved, possibly in Evan- 
ston, Ill., in the summer of 1954. Lem T. 
Jones, Kansas City, Mo., Presbyterian, 
USA, layman was re-elected chairman of 
United Church Men. 

Methodist Bishop William C. Martin of 
Dallas was elected president of the Coun- 
cil. 

The Greek Orthodox Church in America 
was admitted to the Council as its 30th 
constituent member. The Greek church 
has more than a million members. 


The Council is calling for January 20 
to be observed as a special day of 
prayer in connection with the inaugura- 
tion of General Eisenhower as president. 


Eight Months’ Receipts Reported 


Benevolences received by Assembly 
agencies for eight months of the church 
year, as of Nov. 30, are reported as 
follows: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), $98,- 
224; decrease of $2,094 under last year. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $188,- 
128; increase, $2,212. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $322,156; 
decrease, $132. Program of Progress, 
$16,221; Mother’s Day offering $11,603. 

yeneral Fund (Atlanta), $171,032; de- 


crease, $2,702. Interchurch Agencies, 
$7,107; decrease, $813. 
World Missions (Nashville), $781,274; 


increase, $108,825. Program of Progress, 
$85,405. 











R. MURPHY WILLIAMS ... on Chapel Hill 


The following letter is of interest in 
the current discussions of the Chapel 
Hill situation. It was written by R. 
Murphy Williams to the Greensboro 
Daily News. Mr. Williams has been a 
member of Orange Presbytery for 46 
years and served as pastor of the Church 
of the Covenant in Greensboro for 39 
years. 


The report submitted by the body of 
ten fine Christian men appointed by 
Orange Presbytery to investigate the 
condition of the Chapel Hill church, as 
reported in the press, was quite a shock 
to me; and I believe to thousands of 
Presbyterians in North Carolina. 

I have not studied the report, but it 
seems to me that the action of the com- 
mission was drastic and that the sug- 
gestion that all the officers resign is 
enough to humiliate the personnel of the 
Chapel Hill church, as it would have 
been to any other church in the synod. 

For 40 years there have been criti- 
cisms hurled against the ministers of 
that church, notwithstanding the fact 
that many of them have been as sweet- 
spirited Christians as I have ever known, 
outstanding in character and ability. 


Had not Always Agreed 


I have not always shared all their 
views by any means, but that does not 
mean that they were not sincere and 
devout Christian men, who preached the 
everlasting gospel of the blessed God. 

Chapel Hill is a most unique and cos- 
mopolitan community, made up of citi- 
zens who have come from the ends of 
the earth, with a training and _ back- 
ground that might cause them to express 
their Christian convictions in terms that 
might differ from mine. The ministers 
and officers in the Chapel Hill church 
have realized this and have conscienti- 
ously endeavored to make the church 
an open door of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

They have had a tremendous respon- 
sibility, as I well realize from my 40 
years ministry at the door of one of 
our largest and greatest institutions of 
learning. 

I feel sure that no church in North 
Carolina would appreciate being sub- 
jected to the scrutiny given to the Chapel 
Hill church by this committee of sincere 
Christian men. 

If such were the case much might be 
found to criticize, both of ministers and 
officers, who do not always obey literally 
the letter of the law of procedure, but 
are endeavoring to obey the spirit of 
the law. 


Cites Barnabas Incident 


In thinking over this matter, there 
comes to my mind Barnabas, the first 
missionary of the Christian Church, and 
the Apostle Paul. It was said of Bar- 
nabas in Acts 11:25, ‘‘For he was a good 
man full of the Holy Ghost, and much 
people was added to the Lord.’’ He was 


4 


the instrument in God’s hand, of saving 
the Apostle Paul for the church and the 
world, when most of the early Chris- 
tians rejected him. 

Their first missionary journey was 
made in company of a young man named 
John Mark, who for some reason de- 
serted them when difficulties and hard- 
ships arose. 

When they started on their second 
missionary journey Barnabas wanted to 
take John Mark again, but Paul was 
adamant and would not consent to tak- 
ing a ‘‘quitter.’’ The contention was so 
bitter that they parted asunder and Bar- 
nabas took Mark, showing a tenderness, 
sympathy and forbearance that saved 
the man who became one of the pillars 
of church and wrote the Gospel that 
bears his name. 

Paul realized his mistake, for later, in 
his letter to Timothy, when he was suf- 
fering in prison, he called for this young 
man, declaring that ‘‘He is profitable to 
me for the ministry.’’ II Tim. 4:11. 


Tolerance Is Urged 


The point I am making is that toler- 
ance and tenderness, forbearance and 


forgiveness were the wise policies as 
well as principles that saved the friend- 
ship and service of these three great 
leaders. 

In writing to the Christians at Corinth 


(I Cor. 9:20-22) Paul said: ‘‘And unto 
the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 
might gain the Jews; to them that are 
under the law, as under the law, that I 
might gain them that are under the law; 
To them that are without law as without 
law, that I might gain them that are 
without law. To the weak I became as 
weak, that I might gain the weak. I 
am made all things to all men, that I 
might by all means save some.”’ 

Who would dare say but that the 
Chapel Hill church through its ministry 
has honored and glorified Jesus Christ 
as the Savior of men and brought honor 
and blessing to our beloved church? 


To remove this minister and these 
honored officers of this church in this 
unprecedented manner in my humble 
judgment would be a blot on Orange 
Presbytery and the Synod of North Caro- 
lina. ‘‘Be ye therefore wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves,”’ was the in- 
struction our Lord gave his disciples. 
Mat. 10:16. 

R. MURPHY WILLIAMS. 

Greensboro. 


THE FRANK P. GRAHAM TELEGRAM 


EDITORS -— The following telegram 
was sent to the Chapel Hill, N. C., church 
by Frank P. Graham in connection with 
the current controversy with a commis- 
sion of Orange Presbytery which first 
demanded the resignation of the pastor 
and all elders and deacons and now con- 
tinues to request the resignation of the 
pastor. Dr. Graham, an elder in the 
church, former president of the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina and former U. S. 
Senator, is now with the United Nations, 
serving as a mediator in the Pakistan- 
Kashmir dispute. The telegram follows: 


We humbly confess that we are sin- 
ners in the sight of God and that the 
way of Jesus is the way of salvation for 
our troubled selves and the people, of 
our troubled world. 

With all our human frailties and short- 
comings, we seek, with the prophet of 
old, to do justly, love mercy and walk 
humbly with our God, and, in the im- 
mortal spirit of Jesus, to love God with 
full reverence and to love our neighbors 
with full brotherhood. 

We hold that the Presbyterian Church, 
though not the exclusive expression of 
Christianity, has a deep personal, spirit- 
ual and historic meaning identified for 
us with the personal, spiritual and his- 
toric meaning and mission of Chris- 
tianity. 

We find in the Chapel Hill Presbyte- 
rian Church, under our spiritually de- 
vout, personally humble, and selflessly 
dedicated minister, a Christ-centered 
church devoted to the Fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man which, 
in reverence, humility, love and mercy, 
transcend differences of race, class and 
doctrine. As Presbyterians, Christians 
and human beings, we struggle more 


and more under God to be true followers 
of Jesus as the way, the truth and the 
life. 


Emphasis on Agreement 


In a world, in much of which peace 
has been broken and freedom crushed 
under the combined assaults of commu- 
nistic atheism and materialism, we 
would not exalt the sectarian differences 
which may divide us. Rather we would 
reverence the deeper spiritual meaning 
shining through the fundamentals of our 
religious faith and humane _ heritage 
which would unite us in the faith of our 
fathers living still and advancing in the 
prayers and hopes of our children. 


In reverence and humility we pray for 
the equal freedom, dignity, opportunity 
and peace of all human beings in the 
name of him who lived, taught, suffered 
and died for the saving of nations in 
the fatherhood of our God and the broth- 
erhood of all people. 

In summary, we believe in God re- 
vealed in the sweep and majesty of the 
universe, in the laws and beauty of 
nature, and in the moral sovereignty 
which undergirds the nature of man and 
the universe. 

We believe that the Bible is the pro- 
gressive revelation of God in the spirit- 
ual strivings, lessons and life of a great 
people. 

We believe that Jesus Christ, as the 
Son of God and the Son of man and the 
incarnation of truth, goodness and 
beauty, is the uniquely divine revelation 
of God in human life and the supremely 
creative fact in human history. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Inthe wonder of this season it is important to remember that .. . 


The Christmas Baby Grew Up 


N THEIR BOOK of poems, A Book 

for Americans, Stephen and Rose- 

mary Benet have a beautiful and 
memorable poem on Nancy Hanks, the 
mother of Abraham Lincoln. It gives an 
imaginary picture of Lincoln’s mother 
in Heaven, eagerly asking new arrivals 
at the golden gates if you can give her 
any news of her boy. For Abraham 
Lincoln was just a baby when his mother 
died. She asks wistfully, ‘‘Did he live? 
Did he grow strong? Did he learn to 
read? Did he go to town?”’ 

It makes a touching picture, to re- 
member that Abraham Lincoln’s mother 
never knew what happened to her boy. 
She never knew that he did grow strong, 
that he learned to read, and that he did 
go to town, to the Big Town, Washing- 
ton, D. C., at the most critical hour in 
its history. She never knew that her 
baby grew up. 

Christmas brings a rather close paral- 
lel to that. Christmas is the story of a 
baby. But the tragedy is that many 
people who celebrate Christmas never 
realize that the Baby grew up. In that 
respect they are like Nancy Hanks, the 
mother of Abraham Lincoln. 

Part of the eternal appeal of the 
Christmas story lies in the fact that it 
is the story of a baby. Yet in that fact 
also lies a danger. For multitudes of 
people gladly make a sentimental re- 
sponse to the infant Christ, but they 
shrink from making a moral response 
to the man, Christ Jesus. They miss 
the chief points in the Christmas story 
which is that the baby grew up, that 
he was the Son of Man and the Son of 
God, who made a devastating challenge 
to a world of greed, of cruelty, and hard 
power. 


Some Celebrations Are Vanity 


To treat Christmas only as the story of 
a baby, to sing about it in time-honored 
carols, to paint it, to celebrate it, and 
then fail to accept the challenge which 
Jesus, the full grow man, makes to our 
way of life, is vanity. 

So there has been a tragic short- 
circuiting of the impulses generated by 
the Christmas festival. The vicious sen- 
timentalism which finds a premature 
satisfaction in emotion itself has pre- 
vented Christmas from becoming the 
force for individual generation and for 
social transformation which it might be 
and ought to be. 

It is easy and very pleasant for people 
to keep Jesus in their thought as a baby. 
A mist comes into the eye as they sing, 
For a baby makes no ethical demands 


‘“‘Away in a manger, 
No crib for his bed.”’ 


DECEMBER 22, 1952 


By HALFORD E. LUCCOCK* 
* 


on life. It compels no deep disturbance 
of life. The candles, the holly, the rich 
aroma of steamed plum pudding, all 
these are delightful and involve no costly 
self-examination. We can sing Christ- 
mas carols without letting Jesus come 
into our lives to disturb them or to re- 
arrange them in the discipleship of him 
who calls us to take up a cross and 
follow him. 

So there is need for stress on the 
truth that the Baby at Bethlehem grew 
up. He grew up into the TEACHER, 
whose words are the only sure founda- 
tion for the world’s life. He grew up 





into the PROPHET, who brought an 
unyielding challenge to the dark powers 
of this world. He grew up into the RE- 
DEEMER, who was lifted up on a cross 
and draws all men unto him. When 
Jesus is not dealt with as the Master 
who claims undivided allegiance, the 
high meaning of Christmas is gone. 

We can see the high meaning of Christ- 
mas on a large scale in the often quoted 
sneer of the pagan-minded French Prime 
Minister, Clemenceau. During the Peace 
Conference at Versailles in 1919, he said 
of Woodrow Wilson (and we can almost 
see the disdainful curl of his lip as he 
said it), ‘‘He talked like Jesus Christ.’ 
In that of course, Clemenceau meant 
that Mr. Wilson had talked like a fool. 
But about that Gerald Heard said keenly, 
“Ah, if he only had!’’ Exactly! If any- 
one at Versailles had really talked con- 
vincingly like Jesus Christ, the world 
would have been spared the long agony 
of the depression, and the later slaughter 
of World War II. 

Christmas in this year of 1952 comes 
at a time in which the very stones cry 
out for something more than pleasant 


*Professor of Homiletics in the Yale 
University Divinity School, New Haven, 
Conn. 


sentimentalism. They cry out for the 
leadership and the lordship of the Son 
of Man and the Son of God. In this 
hour we need make no apology for 
bringing the claims of him who has the 
only word of salvation to a world which 
desperately needs to be saved. 


Good News by Telegraph 


The two longest telegrams which were 
ever sent in the United States offer a 
tremendous contrast which pictures 
vividly and powerfully this need of the 
word of Christ. 

The first telegram was sent in 1881. 
In that year the English revision of the 
New Testament was published, the first 
new translation since the King James 
Translation in 1611, just 270 years ear- 
lier. The new version was brought to 
the United States by steamship. Two 
newspapers in Chicago, The Chicago 
Tribune and The Chicago Times, were 
eager to have the exclusive publication 
of this new version of the New Testa- 
ment. So they arranged to scoop all 
the other papers by having the whole 
New Testament telegraphed from New 
York to Chicago. That was quite a tele- 
gram. It kept coming over the wire all 
day. Thus the clicking telegraph in- 
strument restored the gospel to its origi- 
nal meaning—Good News. It was stop- 
the-press, five-star-final news! 

The other long telegram had been 
sent 19 years earlier in 1862, from the 
bloody battlefield of Fredericksburg in 
Virginia. The Union army had met with 
a crushing defeat. A reporter for The 
New York Herald had reached the only 
telegraph wire available at Fredericks- 
burg and was putting the story on the 
wire. Editor James Gordon Bennett of 
The New York Herald was eager to have 
the story in his paper exclusively. So 
he wired the reporter to let no one else 
get the wire, but to keep on sending. 
When the reporter replied that there 
was no more news and that he had sent 
it all, Mr. Bennett insisted that he keep 
on sending. The reporter asked ‘‘What 
shall I send?’’ Mr. Bennett replied 
sharply, ‘‘Send anything, send the Book 
of Job.’”’ The reporter quickly secured 
a copy of the Bible and all that after- 
noon, from the field of slaughter, there 
came over the wire into the editorial 
office in New York the Book of Job, that 
immortal story of disaster after disaster, 
loss after loss, tragedy after tragedy. 


Over Every Wire 


That was only one telegraph wire. It 
is no exaggeration today to say that 
there is coming in over every telegraph 
wire in the world, over every cable, a 
present-day version of the Book of Job, 
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reports of catastrophe after catastrophe, 
calamity after calamity, disaster after 
disaster. It comes from China, from 
Korea, from hungry India, from South 
Africa in the midst of racial war, from 
all over the earth. It points to the duty 
of the Christian church and the whole 
Christian fellowship in this hour, of get- 
ting the gospel on the wire to all the 
world, of bringing the Good News of 
salvation into a world of bad news. The 
Book of Job is coming in on every wire; 
let the Good News of the gospel of sal- 
vation go out to all the world. Christ- 
mas is not something out of Charles 
Dickens; it is something out of the mind 
and heart of God. 

So the Man into whom the Christmas 
Baby grew up, lays a compulsion on our 
lives, to bring our lives into harmony 
with him, and to take the word of life 
into a world of death. The shortening 
of distances in our present wonder world 
has enlarged the responsibility of each 
of us. As Christopher Morley has said, 


“The man about town must become the 
man about planet.’’ That responsibility 
of this hour is sharply put in the terrible 
picture drawn by David Lawrence, in 
The New York Times. Last April he 
wrote an on-the-spot report of the atomic 
bomb test in Nevada, in these dramatic 
word: 


We were waiting tensely. The silence 
was broken at last by the voice from 
the control point counting off the sec- 
onds. ‘‘Hour minus twenty seconds 
to zero, H-Hour minus ten seconds.”’ 
After five more seconds in which the 
silence grew heavier and the passage 
of time ever slower, the voice began 
ticking off the seconds one at a time. 
“Five, four, three, two, one, zero!” 
Out of the north at an altitude of 3,500 
feet, higher than any atomic bomb 
had ever been exploded before, came 
a light that penetrated even the dark 
glass of our goggles. It was a light 
out of this world, a light that con- 
centrated within itself the intensity of a 
hundred suns. 


That is the phrase to note—‘“‘a light out 





of this world.’ Hold it in your imagina- 
tion with all the horror that it suggests, 
Then other words come to mind, words 
that suggest a different kind of a “light 
out of this would.”’ 


On the hills around Bethlehem there 
was a star in the sky, a light out of 
this world, ‘‘and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them.’’ There is aching 
need for a light really out of this world— 
“the light of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.’’ That light holds 
within itself not the intensity of a hun- 
dred suns, but the far, far greater in- 
tensity of God himself. 


To the World 


We must carry that light to the world, 
for other salvation there is none. Christ- 
mas is first of all a great gift—‘‘To as 
many as received him, to them he gave 
power to become sons of God.’’ 

Christmas is also a marching order— 
‘‘Go ye into all the world.”’ 


Christmas for All the World 


NSTEAD of following my usual cus- 

tom of journeying to spend the holi- 

day season at the home of my sister, 
it was necessary last year for me to stay 
in Barnard, where I work as a children’s 
librarian. It had seemed that Christmas 
Day was likely to be quite lonely for me 
until one of the members of the Library 
Board, Sue Burnham, invited me to 
come to dinner at her home. 

“Our Christmas is going to be special 
this year, Lucia,’’ she told me, ‘‘and we 
want to share it with you.”’ 

Of course, I accepted my friend’s in- 
vitation gratefully, but her words, 
“Christmas is going to be special,’ gave 
me a feeling of misgiving. I knew that 
Christmas at the Burnham home was 
always a happy time. Friends of both 
parents and children trooped in to be 
warmly welcomed and lavishly enter- 
tained. Sue seemed never able to do 
enough for her family and friends, but 
one rather expected her generosity to be 
limited to her own small circle. This 
“special’’ celebration might take the 
form of more elaborate decorations than 
usual, or it might be the serving of 
some new and expensive delicacy. I 
should find it hard, I thought, to watch 
Sue’s family being surfeited with good 
things while I knew that for many of 
the world’s hungry children Christmas 
would be only another day on the cal- 
endar. 


Reaching Out in Love 


How mistaken I was! A few minutes 
in her home convinced me that, instead 
of stopping at the confines of her own 
circle, Sue was reaching out loving arms 
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to all the world—but let me tell you 
about it. 

Sue’s high-school daughter, Joyce, met 
me at the door and led me into the 
living room, where other guests were 
already assembled. There were two 
teachers from the high-school faculty 
whose homes are in distant states, and 
a group of people I did not know—a tall 
man of slender build and refined in- 
telligent countenance, a_ gentle-faced 
woman with prematurely gray hair, a 
smiling little boy, and a tall, fair girl 
of Joyce’s age. 

Joyce presented her guests. ‘‘Miss 
Mallory, we want you to know our 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Lukas, and Sophie 
and Jan. They are the family whom our 
young people’s group welcomed to 
America.”’ 

As I greeted the visitors and listened 
to their halting replies, I did not need 
Joyce’s explanation to tell me that I 
was meeting the displaced family whose 
coming had long been the goal of the 
young people of Joyce’s church. I knew 
with what zeal the group had labored 
to make an old house habitable, how 
they had obtained work for the father, 
and how the older members of the 
church had joined with their sons and 
daughters to make the strangers wel- 
come. I knew, too, how eager the fam- 
ily had been to repay their new friends’ 
kindnesses, and how, with fine courage 
and self-reliance, they had already con- 
tributed much to the community they 
now called home. 


Their gift to me that day was an ap- 
preciation of the privilege of celebrat- 
ing Christmas. With Joyce at the piano, 
we had been singing Christmas carols. 
Suddenly I noticed how very sad were 
the faces of the older members of the 
Lukas family, and I heard Sue exclaim 
in a compassionate voice, ‘I’m sorry! 
It would be easier for you if we did not 
sing!’’ 

Quickly the mother protested, 
we are joy—you sing! 


“Oh, 
Please, sing!’’ 


People Cannot Sing Everywhere 


Sophie, who had more knowledge of 
English, finished for her mother. ‘We 
are sad,’’ she explained, ‘‘only that all 
cannot sing. In our homes over the sea 
people cannot say, ‘Be glad—Christ is 
born!’ People cannot sing on Christmas 
Day. Maybe in the night comes a knock 
—enter men—take the father—and—we— 
not see—’’ 

The girl’s voice broke before she 
could finish the sentence, but we needed 
no more words. I could understand 
then why Sue had given her guests a 
simple meal, why her decorations had 
been only fragrant evergreens, why she 
had centered our thoughts on the es- 
sence of Christmas—the commemora- 
tion of the birth of Christ. 

“TI wish,’”’ Sue said to all of us, ‘‘we 
could send Christmas to all the world! 
Let’s try to bring that day of peace and 
goodwill among nations by keeping the 
spirit of Christmas always in our hearts.” 
—Issued by the National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West 40th Street, New 
York City. 
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RADIO & TV 





Christmas, 1952 


Listings of radio and television pro- 
grams during the holiday season which 
may be of particular interest to OUT- 
LOOK readers have been provided by 
the networks. Local stations should be 
checked for programs of especial inter- 
est. Time is Eastern Standard. Pro- 
grams are on radio except where marked 
TV. 


Thursday, Dec. 18 


4:30 p. m., Sampson Air Force Base chorus, 
ABC 

4:30, Cornell choir, CBS 

11:30, Bowling Green State Univ. 
NBC 


choir, 


Friday, Dec. 19 


4:30 p. m., Hollywood First Presbyterian, 
ABC. 

4:30, Norfolk Naval Base choir, CBS. 
5:30, Christmas folk songs of ‘‘Iron Cur- 
tain’’ countries, ABC. 

11:30, Univ. Colo. choir, NBC. 


Saturday, Dec. 20 


1:30 p. m., The Nation's Christmas Tree, 
NBC. 

2:00, Catholic choirs across the land, NBC. 

4:30, Augsburg College choir, CBS. 

5:30, Cedar Crest College choir, CBS. 

8:30, ‘“‘The Man Who Saw St. Nicholas, 
dramatization of Clement C. Moore's life. 

10:00, Los Angeles Bureau of Music, NBC. 

11:30, Cricket on the Hearth, NBC. 


Sunday, Dec. 21 


9:00 a. m., Trinity choir, St. Pauls, CBS. 

9:30, Organist E. Powers Biggs, all-Bach. 

9:45, Faith in Action, NBC. 

10:00, National Radio Pulpit, NBC. 

10:30, Art of Living, NBC. 

11:00, Salt Lake City 
CBS. 

11:45, The Living Word, NBC. 

1:00 p. m., String Serenade; 
Ode’’ premiere, CBS. 

2:00, The Symphonette, CBS. 

2:30, N. Y. Philharmonic, (Grandma Moses 
interview), CBS. 

7:00, Christmas Journey, carols and legends 
from the British Isles, ABC. 

10:05, The Choraliers, CBS. 

11:30, The Messiah, 280-voice Independence, 
Mo., choir, CBS. 


Tabernacle choir, 


‘‘Christmas 


Monday, Dec. 22 

4:30 p. m., 
CBS. 

4:30, All-Soldier chorus, ABC. 

5:30, Burl Ives in cooperation with National 
Council of Churches, ABC. 

TV, 10:00, Studio One, The Nativity, with 
Robt. Shaw chorale, CBS-TV. 

8:30, Star on the Snow, drama, ABC. 

9:30, The Little Log Sellers, drama, ABC. 


GOWNS 


-Pulpit and Choir: 
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Tuesday, Dec. 23 


4:30 p. m., Carl Schurz high school choir, 
Chicago, ABC. 
4:30, Augustana College choir, CBS 


Wednesday, Dec. 24 


12:51 p. m., Story of the Nativity, Edwin 
C. Hill, ABC. 

4:30, Great Lakes Training Chorus, 
cago, ABC. 

4:30, Montana State Univ. choir, CBS. 

5:30, Lighting of White House Christmas 
Tree, ABC. 

10:00, Christmas Eve in San Francisco, CBS. 

10:35, Christmas carols around America, 
ABC., 

TV, 11:00, St. Thomas (Episcopal), N. Y., 
service, ABC-TV. 

11:30, Boston Society 
ments, CBS. 

11:35, Vienna boy choir, ABC. 


Chi- 


of Ancient Instru- 


Thursday, Dec. 25 


Midnight, 
ABC. 

12:00, Robt. Shaw Chorale, CBS. 

12:01, Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
ABC. 

12:30 a. m., Handel’s Messiah, excerpts. 

TV, 10:30 a. m., Christmas party, Cracie 
Square Boys Club, N. Y., ABC-TV. 

TV, 11:00, Washington Cathedral, NBC-TV. 

12:15 p. m., Queen Elizabeth’s Christmas 
Message, ABC. 

4:30, Hampton Institute chorus, ABC. 

9:00, Dickens’ Christmas Carol, 
Guiness, ABC. 


Chimes, Trinity church, N. Y., 


Alec 


Wednesday, Dec. 31 


TV, 11:00 p. m., Church of St. Paul and 
St. Andrew, NBC-TV. 
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Korean Vice President Pledges 
To Further Christian Cause 


Seoul (RNS)—Vice President Tai-young 
Ham disclosed in an interview here that 
one of his principal aims while in office 
is to influence Koreans to become Chris- 
tians. 

The 78-year-old retired Presbyterian 
minister said that the chief reason he 
had consented to become a candidate 
for the Vice Presidency, to which he was 
elected in August, was because it gave 
him the opportunity to advance the 
Christianization of Korea. 

He expressed the conviction that 
Korea would be ‘‘much better off’’ if 
“at least half’? of its public officials 
were ‘‘sincere members of Christian 
churches.”’ 

Mr. Ham said he would favor no par- 
ticular church but would assist ‘‘in every 
way I can’’ any campaign by Protestant 
or Roman Catholic groups calculated to 
strengthen the cause of ‘‘peace, national 
unity and enlightenment of the people.’ 

The new Vice President was for many 
years the pastor of a Seoul Presbyterian 
church. After retiring from the minis- 
try, he was named judge of a Seoul city 
court. 

Mr. Ham was the Protestant repre- 
sentative on the 28-member committee 
appointed in 1946 by the U. S. Military 
Government in Korea to advise it in 
setting up a republican government. 


May the true spirit of the first Christ- 
mas shine brightly in the hearts of 
you and your family today and every 
day. 
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Christmas 1952 and Our Friends 


At this season of the year we become 
more than usually aware of the sustain- 
ing network of friendship which enriches 
our lives and adds joy to our daily work 
We ought to be more constantly alert to 
these hands and hearts that reach out to 
us and more expressive of our gratitude 
for them but 
this point. 
Then 


most of us fail sadly at 


Christmas comes and we are 
reminded of the gifts of providence and, 
among them, of individuals 
whose belief in us and support of our 
efforts gives a lift to life and courage to 
our souls. This is particularly true in 
producing THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK. Every day we have good reason 
to think of the number of people 
throughout the boundaries of our church 
and beyond who help us in our task. 
Readers would be amazed, we suspect, 
at the countless ways, large and small, 
in which our friends help us collect the 
news and provide interesting and im- 
portant features. For all these, both in 
our editorial family and beyond, we are 
deeply grateful. 

There are associates 
work in our offices has long been an 
inspiration. There are unnumbered 
others involved in the intricate mechani- 
cal processes of production and supply 
whose cooperation is of inestimable 
value. 

There are our advertisers, whose use 


countless 


vast 


whose devoted 


of our columns to tell their story to our 


alert and interested readers, whose keen 
sense of the value of these pages is a 


8 


tribute to us, to our readers, and, we 
think also, to their own perception! 

Most of all, we include our subscribers 
and readers, who welcome us into their 
homes each week, who depend upon us 
to keep them informed about the most 
pressing movements and the most vital 
news within our church and around the 
world, thereby paying us the most re- 
warding compliment. To these, we are 
profoundly grateful. 

To all such kind and generous friends, 
we wish the happiest and most spiritually 
enriching Christmas they have ever 
known. 


PJC Wins Approval 


Congratulations are in order for Pres- 
byterian Junior College at Maxton, N. C., 
President LaMotte, the trustees, faculty 
and constituents. This 22-year-old col- 
lege was recently given the proper 
junior college rating by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. 

A financial campaign is still under- 
way, designed to increase the resources 
of this institution and to remove at 
least some of the hazards of operation. 

The SACSS recognition will enable the 
college to claim the $5,000 offered by 
the church's Board of Christian Educa- 
tion for each unaccredited institution 
which becomes accredited. 


Mrs. Harrington 


It would be impossible to measure the 
far-reaching influence for good in the 
life of Mrs. C. S. Harrington of Houston, 
whose death was reported in these col- 
umns last week. 

A volume could be written about her 
valued and varied service to her church. 
On the congregational level (First of 
Houston) she was a teacher in the Sun- 
day school and a leader in the women’s 
work. Then she scaled the ladder of 
leadership in the women’s program, 
holding all the highest offices and being 
in wide demand is a speaker in every 
part of the church, 

One of the unique places of her service 
was in connection with her appointment 
as one of our church's three representa- 
tives to the World Council of Churches. 
Mrs. Harrington was a bit uncertain 
about this, she said, for she didn’t know 
how the ‘‘brethren’’ really felt about a 
woman serving in this responsible posi- 
tion. The World Council, however, 
named her as one of the two women 
from the United States to serve on the 
important 90-member central committee 
which directs council affairs between the 
five-year meetings. Mrs. Harrington’s 
home people paid her great tribute and 
600 Houston women made her their 
honored guest upon her return from the 
organization meeting in Amsterdam. 

Probably none of her contributions 
was greater than her far-flung efforts to 
interpret the world-wide cooperative 
Christian movement to the people at 
home. When she reported to the As- 
sembly on the Amsterdam meeting she 





stirred the ‘‘brethren’’ as few speakers 
did or could. Then she set out across 
the church to tell the thrilling story of 
Christians working together and during 
that year she spoke in every synod of 
the church interpreting this vast and 
vital movement of our day. 

In ways beyond number she made her 
vital Christian witness as she drove un- 
swervingly on in inspiring devotion and 
in noble service. 

We can thank God for her dedicated 
and enriching life. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Graham Gilmer, pastor at Rivermont 
church, Lynchburg, Va., for 30 years, 
will retire as pastor of that church next 
September 30. 

Samuel H. Fudge from _ Donelson, 
Tenn., to Covington, Tenn., Dec, 31. 

Harry Barnett from Johnson City, 
Tenn., to the Flat Rock church, Mt. 
Airy, N. C. 

John J. Marse, from Edna, Texas, to 
the USA church, Taos, New Mexico. 

Clarence L. Letson from 
S. C., to Walhalla, S. C. 

Wm. Hoyt, newly ordained, is serving 
the Gadsden, Ala., and Rainbow and 
North Gadsden churches. 

Robert Hart from Childersburg, Ala., 
to Highlands, N. C. 

Sam C. Smith from Forest City, N. C., 
to the First church, Easley, S. C. 

Jos. A. Scharer, who has been in the 
Methodist Church, is serving as assist- 
ant pastor of Bethany chunrch, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

Woodson P. Booth, formerly of Gas- 
tonia, N. C., has become pastor of the 
Bayless Memorial church, Grayson, Ky., 
and the Hitchins church. 

Paul S. Rhodes from Pontotoc, Miss., 
to 230 E. Oxford Ave., College Park, Ga. 

Carl B. Craig, formerly of Jackson- 
ville, N. C., has begun his new work as 
pastor of the Meadowside church, 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Jos. H. Cudlipp from Laurel, Md., to 
the Lawrenceville, Va., church, now liv- 
ing at Louisa. 

Jonathan Edwards, former chaplain is 
now serving the Alleghany group of 
churches, Kitzmiller, Md. 








Laurens, 


TO BRAZIL 

C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary, 
and James E. Bear, a member of the 
Board of World Missions, will leave this 
country Dec. 27 for conferences with the 
East Brazil Mission. 


DEATH 

Frank Morton Hawley, 76, retired, died 
at his home near Manning, S. C., Dec. 4. 
Dr. Hawley’s pastorates included, among 
others, Olanta, and Kershaw, S. C., 
Portsmouth, Va., Jordan, S. C., and 
Madison, N. C. He had lived in Man- 
ning since 1945. 
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By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Hebrews 1:1. 


OD has spoken to us by a Son. When 

Jesus came, God opened a conver- 

sation with man, with any man 
who will listen. But when did God begin 
to speak in Christ? In an age when few 
but mothers thought children were im- 
portant, the early church was more than 
once tempted to say that God could have 
spoken in Christ only after Jesus was 
dignified and grown-up. So some said 
Jesus was not born Son of God but only 
was adopted at some later time. Some 
said it was at his baptism, and some 
said it was at the resurrection. 

But we can be glad that the heart of 
the church was wiser than the minds of 
some of its leaders. For the church 
clung to its first faith: that even when 
the baby Jesus was lying asleep on the 
hay, he was already God’s Word. 


Christ is what God has to say to us; 
and the baby in the stable is part of 
what God has been saying. 


Now when we say that Christ is the 
Word, we can think, and we ought to 
think, of the words of wisdom which he 
spoke on mountain top and by lakeside. 
We can think, and we ought to think, of 
the Seven Words from the Cross. We 
can think of the miracles, or of the 
Great Commission, and of much more. 
But at Christmas time we will think of 
how God once spoke to us in Jesus, yet 
without words. 


OME DAY the wisdom of Jesus will 
astound all who listen; but the baby 
at Bethlehem has no more words 

than any other baby. You could not 
tell, from listening to him, that his cry- 
ing was different from that of other 
babies. Some day the suffering of Christ 
on the cross will be eloquent of the suf- 
fering love of God; but the baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes is quite warm and 
comfortable, his time for suffering has 
not yet come. One glorious morning his 
face will shine with the light of the Res- 
urrection; but tonight in the stable the 
only glory is that of a new mother’s 
face. Here are no words, no majesty, 
no power; there is only something com- 
monplace, another baby, born to dis- 
placed persons in a world where (you 
might well have thought) there were 
already too many mouths to feed. 

But hush! This is God’s Word without 
words. He is saying to us: Look for me 
in a child. I am here, in this child, in a 
new and special way; but my image is 
in all children. When this child grows 
up the children will love him, because 
he will never leave his child-heart be- 
hind him. He will say to grown men, 
proud, ambitious men, that unless they 
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start over again as little children they 
will never see the realm of their heart’s 
desire. God is to be found in the ma- 
jestic and the terrible, he is in the 
tragedy of Calvary and the miracle in 
Joseph’s garden; but he is also in the 
sleeping of a tiny baby. He is in the lit- 
tle, unnnoticed things. He is in the seed 
not less than in the flower, in the small 
beginnings not less than in the great 
Ends. He is the Omega at the end of 
life’s alphabet but he is also the Alpha 
at the beginning of it. He is in the near- 
at-hand not less than in the far-away. 
He is as much God in a home as he is 
in a cathedral. 
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OD SAYS to us all, without words, 

in Bethlehem: Look for me in 

life’s ‘“‘accidents.’’ This baby, you 
will say, ought not to have been born 
here. The place is not safe, no manger 
ean be quite clean. No one intended 
this should be his first bed; the Mother 
Mary did not, surely, nor Joseph. The 
innkeeper just did not care, perhaps he 
did not know. Caesar in his palace far 
away signed the edict that upset so 
many plans, but he did not know these 
poor people and he did not have babies 
on his mind. 
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It was all a sad accident—or you 
might think so. But it was not. God 
had an appointment with this earth, 
and he kept it. 


If you had been making the arrange- 
ments you would have engaged some 
lofty pillared hall, some home richly 
furnished,’ some mystic shrine, some 
place of beauty and of dignity. But it 
is not so. God has his appointment 
here tonight, here in the dust and the 
danger, here in the dark and ordinary 
crib, a feed-box for cattle. 

Heaven is closer to earth than you 
know. Do not seek afar to find me, 
God says. If your lot brings you to a 
stable, a stable where you expected 
something better, look no farther; I 
am here. 


OD SAYS once more on Christmas 
Day: I am in all life and in all 
the living; yet most of ali I am 
in the life of man. When I come to 
earth to make myself known, I will 
begin at the beginning where men have 
to begin. I will not begin with glory 
and power; I will begin in weakness 
and in silence. I am in the helplessness 
of the child just born. I will be in his 
childhood, in his work and in his play, 
as later in his suffering and triumph. 
Some have sought me on Mount Olympus 
and some have expended fortunes for 
temples to capture the divine glory. But 
I am not best found on altars nor on 
mountain peaks. When I speak to man, 
my voice is Man, and the first syllable 
of my message is the first breath of a 
newborn child. 
So speaks God, 
Bethlehem. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Gould Takes Helm 
Of W. Va. Council 


West Virginia News Letter 





West Virginia’s re-vitalized Council of 
Churches recently installed Ivan M. 
Gould, formerly of Pennsylvania, as its 


executive secretary at its annual 
meeting in Charleston. Dr. Gould suc- 
ceeds Z. B. Edworthy who served 


the council and its predecessor organi- 
zations for 26 years. The Presbyterians 
are pleased that J. W. Witherspoon, 
Beckley pastor, was re-elected president 
of the council. Daniel A. Poling was 
one of the featured speakers at the meet- 
ing, challenging to “united action be- 
cause of our faith in Christ.’’ Tributes 
were paid Mr. Edworthy for his years 
of service and gifts were presented. The 
council unanimously adopted a resolu- 
tion opposing the construction of a pro- 
posed race track in the Charleston- 
Huntington area. The 1953 meeting will 
be held in Beckley. 


Presbytery Also Opposes 
Building of Race Track 

Kanawha Presbytery also has pro- 
tested the proposed race track and has 
asked for a public hearing. Promoters 
of the track argue that charges lodged 
against its operation would not neces- 
sarily be true but the presbytery has 
taken a firm and official stand against it. 


Miscellany 
J. W. Raine of Alderson directed a 
series of stewardship meetings in Green- 
brier Presbytery this fall with J. G. 
Patton, of the General Council, Atlanta, 
as the speaker. Chief purpose was to 
help the deacons in their approach to 
the whole matter of stewardship and 
church finance. The churches of 
the Tygarts Valley area met in Elkins 
this fall for the fourth annual union com- 
munion service, with Davis and Elkins’ 
Daniel D. Rhodes bringing the message. 
Churches of the synod regretfully 
cancelled engagements which had been 
arranged for Mrs. C. S. Harrington, of 
Houston, Texas, in a tour of the state 
before her recent and final illness. 
WARNER DuBOSE, JR. 
Elkins. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 





Plymouth Adventure 


Although the popular conception of the 
Pilgrim fathers may receive a few jolts 
in this MGM film, here is a believable 
and absorbing tale of adventure. The 
main historical facts—which have been 
considerably embellished by tradition— 
have been preserved. 

At first, we find many people assem- 
bled on the Southampton quayside. There 
are rough men about, some of them be- 
longing to the crew of the Mayflower, 
anchored in the harbor. Her captain, 
Christopher Jones, a hardened sailor, is 
unconcerned by the purpose of those who 
are leaving the old world for the new in 
search of freedom and animated by the 
holy zeal of worshipping God according 
to the dictates of their own conscience. 
Not all the Pilgrims are saints, animated 
with religious motives; there are some 
who seek only adventure or gain. 

During the Mayflower crossing we find 
ourselves caught up in the crosscurrents 
of human behavior. We recognize the 
well-known William Bradford, William 
Brewster, John Carver, Captain Myles 
Standish, John Alden, the Winslow broth- 
ers and others. We get glimpses of the 
hardships endured and the terrific 
storms encountered. We observe the in- 
volved relationships, the tenderness of 
youthful affection, the crushing devasta- 
tion of adult desire. Above all is the 
undefeatable purpose of the ‘‘pilgrims”’ 
and the ultimate conquest of the rough 
and lusty captain by the dignity of spirit 
of those he first despised. That men, 
through a common goal, can be united, 
is a lesson which never cases to be 
timely. 

Added to the content of this story is 
the delight derived from the artistic 
beauty of the production. The use of 
subdued Technicolor is most appropriate 
for the story told. The sea aroused in 
storm and the calmer approach to the 
shore are inspiring. 

A particularly successful choice has 
been made for the main actors and large 
supporting cast. The musical score em- 
bodies a thrilling paen of praise. 

This is a good picture to see in a time 
when we are seeking to appreciate and 
preserve the principles which have made 
America great in spirit. FOR: Family. 

Also recommended: The Thief, for 
adults and young people. 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 
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MORE than two thousand years ago, three Wise Men fol- 
lowed the Star of Bethlehem to a manger . . . the humble birth- 
place of Him who was to bring a new spirit into the world... 
the spirit of ‘Peace on Earth, Goodwill to Men.’’ Today, as in 
all the years between, that spirit lives on in the hearts and minds 


of all mankind . . . calling us to church on this, our Savior’s natal 
day . . . to lift our voices in those beloved old Christmas hymns 
and carols . . . and lift our hearts anew with the courage and 


hope of His message. 
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No. 21 in a series on congregation singing 


150 Basic Hymns 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


HUS FAR in this series we have been 
T discussing such questions as, ‘‘Why 
do we sing hymns?”’ and, ‘‘What is 
great congregational singing?’’ ‘‘I shall 
now list 150 hymns which are widely 
known by English-speaking Protestant 


Christians. Later I will outline specific 
methods for improvement of church 
singing. 


When Dr. John Julian finished his 
great Dictionary of Hymnology in 1892, 
he estimated that 400,000 Chris- 
tian hymns had been written up until 
that time. By the present time the 
number is close to a_half- 
million. Many of these, of course, are 
inferior and transitory, but thousands 
of them are splendid hymns. Denomi- 
national editorial committees have to 
winnow this mass of hymnody and settle 
usually upon approximately 600 hymns 
for the average-sized hymnbook. It need 
not be pointed out that each denomina- 
tional according to its 
tradition and standards. Lutherans, for 
example, always include an ample por- 
tion of German chorales. 

On the local church 
selective process 


over 


probably 


choice varies 


level a further 
is performed by the 
Few congrega- 
tions in the course of a year sing more 
than 100-150 different hymns. Naturally 


minister and organist. 


the repertory of well-known hymns 
varies from congregation to congrega- 
tion, depending considerably upon the 
favorite hymns of present and former 
local leadership. 

What are the most important 150 
hymns in the hymnal? Since we can 
hardly expect the ordinary congregation 
to sing 600 different hymns, is there a 
nucleus where an enterprising church 
leader can begin? 

In compiling the list of 150 hymns 
which will be published during the com- 
ing weeks, I have used an objective 
basis for selecting four-fifths of the num- 
ber. The remaining one-fifth is simply 
my personal selection. Here is how the 
list was compiled. 

Dr. Albert E. Bailey in his excellent 
volume The Gospel in Hymns (1950) 
gives the story of 313 hymns. In select- 
ing these particular hymns Dr. Bailey 
compared the official hymnbooks of 
eight leading denominations in the 
United States and Canada plus one in- 
dependent American book and a popular 
English hymnal. The volumes are as 
follows: 


The Hymn Book, 1938 (Anglican, Can- 
ada) 

Christian Worship, 1941 (Baptist-Disci- 
ples) 
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Pilgrim Hymnal, 1935 (Congregational 
Christian) 

The Hymnal, 1940 (Episcopal, U. S.) 

Common Service Book, 1918 (United 
Lutheran) 

The Methodist Hymnal, 1935 (Metho- 
dist) 

New Church Hymnal, 1937 (undenomi- 
national) 

The Hymnal, 1933 (Presbyterian, USA) 

Songs of Praise, 1931 (Anglican, Eng- 
lish) 

The Hymnary, 1930 (United Church of 
Canada) 


Dr. Bailey found 62 hymns that were 
in all ten hymnals. An additional 58 
hymns were in at least nine books. This 
list of 120 hymns constitutes a remark- 
able ecumenical hymnody. In this body 
of widely sung hymns we will find most, 
if not all, of the great hymns of the 
English language. 

To this list of 120 hymns I have added 
30 hymns which in my judgment are 
either widely known and loved by our 
particular denomination or are worthy 
of serious consideration. Other writers 
naturally would differ in their selection. 

Instead of a simple alphabetical list- 
ing, I have organized these 150 hymns 
on a chronological basis. Many wor. 
shippers have little idea of the signifi 


cant religious movements which pro 
duced tertain hymns. Therefore, I have 
grouped the hymns under seventeen 


chapter headings with a brief descriptive 
sentence to summarize the _historica’ 
period. Obviously this brief statemem 
is suggestive only, since an extensive 
historical narrative would be out of 
place in a series of this practical nature. 

In order to make this listing more 
specific, I shall include under each chap- 
ter heading the hymns in three alpha- 
betical groups. The heading (10) will 
mean that the hymns appeared in all 
ten hymnals mentioned above. Under 
(9) will be listed those in at least 
nine of these books, while (S) will in- 
dicate that the hymns were chosen by 
the writer. Along with each hymn title 
is shown the author of the text (tunes 
are not considered in this listing) and 
the date of composition or publication. 
Since 142 of the 150 hymns may be con- 
sulted in the Hymnal for Christian Wor- 
ship, I have added the page number in 
this hymnbook after each title. 

This list, then, will have a double pur- 
pose. It not only will give our leaders 
an idea of the basic hymns sung by tens 
of millions of English-speaking Protes- 
tant Christians but also it will at least 
suggest the historical context of each 
hymn. It is hoped that local church 
leaders will save this list and do these 
two things: (1) make a serious effort 
to learn and appreciate any unfamiliar 
hymns listed, and (2) gradually and 
skillfully introduce all of these hymns 
to the congregation. 


*Dr. Sydnor was himself the editor of 
this remarkably useful hymnal which has 
142 of the 150 ‘‘greatest’’ hymns out of 
a total of only 320. Of the 120 in the 
ten hymnals, his volume includes 115. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Tracing Character to the Source 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 4, 1953 
Matthew 15. Print 15:1-11, 18-20 


Our lessons for the first quarter of the 
new year continue and complete our 
studies in the Gospel according to Mat- 
thew. In chapters 1-2 (studied during 
the Christmas season) we have stories 
of Jesus’ infancy; in chapters 3-14 
(studied earlier in the quarter) Jesus’ 
public ministry in Galilee reaches its 
climax in the feeding of the five thou- 
sand. In chapters 15-17 Matthew de- 
scribes the development of Jesus’ semi- 
public ministry, in which he is concerned 
primarily with his own disciples. 

On two occasions Jesus, attended only 
by the twelve, withdraws from Galilee 
and goes far beyond its borders, once 
into the regions of Tyre and Sidon and 
again into the country round about 
Caesarea Philippi. This important change 
in Jesus’ method was due no doubt to 
several factors—to the watchfulness of 
Herod, looking for an opportunity to 
arrest him; to the misunderstanding of 
the people, who after the feeding of the 
five thousand wished to crown him as 
an earthly king (Jn. 6:15); to the in- 
creasing hostility of the Pharisees; but 
most of all, it would seem, to his desire 
to prepare the Twelve for the final de- 
nouement in Jerusalem. Hitherto 
Jesus had sought to proclaim the gospel 
to the nation as a whole. Now he de- 
votes himself largely to the training of 
the men who must carry on his work 
after he has gone. 


I. The Pharisees’ Question 


The first withdrawal was preceded by 
a new controversy with the Pharisees. 
They had attacked Jesus previously be- 
cause he disregarded the tradition about 
fasting and the Sabbath. Now it is the 
tradition regarding defilement. This tra- 
dition, based on the Mosaic distinction 
between ‘‘clean and unclean,’’ was one 
of the chief means of keeping the Jews a 
distinct and separate people. It helped 
to justify their hatred of the Gentiles 
and their scorn of the common people 
who were not meticulous in its observ- 
ance. This section deals therefore with 
a matter of fundamental importance. 

The question was raised by Pharisees 
and scribes who ‘‘came to Jesus from 
Jerusalem.’’ Pharisees were the self- 
constituted guardians of religious ob- 
Servances in their localities, the leading 
proponents of a rigid adherence to all 
traditional observances. The scribes 
were their accepted teachers, roughly 
speaking, members of the clergy. Jeru- 
salem was the intellectual center of the 
Party, where its most eminent scholars 
were congregated. These scribes and 
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Pharisees had come to Galilee because 
they were disturbed by Jesus’ growing 
fame, or, it may be, because the local 
authorities invited them in, to give their 
protest additional weight. 

‘“‘Why do your disciples transgress the 
tradition of the elders?’’ they asked. 
‘For they do not wash their hands when 
they eat.*’ 

The elders were the teachers of pre- 
ceding generations. The tradition of the 
elders was that body of teaching usages 
which had gradually grown up among 
the Pharisees and which for them had 
all the force and sacredness of law. 
Indeed, it can be said that in Jesus’ 
time the Jews had two laws, their 
written law, the Pentateuch, and their 
unwritten law, the tradition of the elders. 
And oftentimes the scribes held their 
traditions to be of greater authority than 
the divine law, even as ‘‘Christians are 
apt to be more tenacious of the usages 
and traditions of their sect than studious 
of the Gospels or eager to find out the 
real truth.’’ We can understand the 
dynamite wrapped up in the seemingly 
harmless question, ‘‘Why do your dis- 
ciples transgress the tradition of the 
elders?”’ 

The question grew more specifically 
out of the disciples’ attitude toward cere- 
monial purity. The Law of Moses re- 
quired various kinds of washings for 
various kinds of defilement (Lev. 11-15), 
and the Pharisees had extended the law 
in various ways through their traditions. 
Thus in the market place there was al- 
ways the danger of defilement through 
contact with unbelievers, and therefore 
the pious Jew after he had returned 
from the market place would bathe him- 
self ceremonially before eating. In like 
manner they wased ceremonially their 
cups and pots and brazen vessels in 
order to safeguard them for use in eat- 
ing and drinking. 

John A. Broaddus says in his Com- 
mentary on Matthew: 


‘“‘The Talmud shows that hand-washing 
was reckoned a matter of high import- 
ance. Some rabbis declare the neglect 
of it to be as bad as licentiousness or 
other gross crimes. One said, ‘It is 
better to go four miles to water than to 
incur guilt by neglecting handwashing’; 
and a story is told of the famous rabbi 
Akiba that when imprisoned and having 
his allowance of water reduced, he took 
what little there was to wash his hands 
before eating, instead of drinking it, 
saying that he had rather die than trans- 
gress the institutions of his ancestors.”’ 


Now the Pharisees had noted that the 
disciples of Jesus did not observe these 
ceremonial laws, but that they ate their 


food with defiled—that is, with hands 
which not been ceremonially cleansed. 
Therefore they came to Jesus with their 
question, dealing, so they thought, with 
the fundamentals of their religion. 


II. Jesus’ Answer—Regarding Tradition 


The question was in reality a two-fold 
one. It concerned first, Jesus’ attitude 
toward the traditions of the fathers in 
general, and secondly and more specifi- 
cally, his attitude toward the matter of 
ceremonial purity. 

Jesus began by explaining his disre- 
gard of their traditions in general. He 
reminded them that Isaiah many years 
previously had appropriately described 
a national characteristic, common to 
their ancestors and to them. They wor- 
shipped God with their lips but not with 
their hearts; they substituted for the 
doctrines of God the erroneous concepts 
of men. Their tradition in many cases 
missed the true meaning of Scripture; 
therefore in holding fast to their tradi- 
tion they had in reality substituted them 
for the commandments of God. 

As Gould points out, the mistake of 
the Pharisees 


‘does not stand by itself; it has been 
repeated in every age. Everywhere the 
same fatality attends authoritative ex- 
position of the Scriptures, nay, is in- 
volved in its very nature. The human 
exposition gets substituted for the Di- 
vine Word and so the worship of man 
becomes vain.’’ (International Critical 
Commentary on Mark). 


The men who have thus substituted 
tradition for religion are charged by 
Jesus with hypocrisy. This word has a 
very harsh sound to our ears; there is 
no uglier word in the English language, 
and scarcely any more deadly insult can 
be offered to a man than to call him a 
hypocrite. As used by Jesus, however, 
the word probably had a slightly differ- 
ent meaning. The Greek word origi- 
nally referred to a man under a mask, 
and therefore to a man playing a part 
on the stage. The hypocrite, then, is 
an actor. But his acting may be con- 
scious or unconscious. Some of the best 
acting is unconscious, deceiving even 
the actor himself. So probably here. 
Some of the Pharisees, it may be, as 
some few church members today, were 
deliberately playing a part. But most 
of them were doubtless sincere and 
earnest men, not conscious hypocrites, 
but unconscious ones. Their religious 
customs had become a substitute for 
obedience to the divine will. They 
thought they were worshipping God, 
when, as a matter of fact, they were 
only washing their hands. Falling into 
some comparable mistake is the danger 
that religious men face in every age. 

But Jesus had a more serious charge 
to make. Not only had religious cus- 
toms become a substitute for real re- 
ligion, but some of their traditions were 
actually opposed to genuine religion. 
They had asked, ‘‘Why do your disciples 
transgress the tradition of the elders?” 
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Jesus asked in reply, ‘And why do you 
transgress the commandment of God 
for the sake of your tradition?’’ He 
illustrates the charge by taking a specific 
incident in which their traditions were 
utterly incompatible with the require- 
ments of Scripture. According to the 
extraordinary practice to which he re- 
fers, a man could dedicate a portion of 
his property to God. He was then for- 
bidden to use it, even if he should later 
desire to do so for the relief of his 
parents. It is even alleged that having 
dedicated his money to the temple treas- 
ury he could in the end avoid its pay- 
ment—this however is improbable. At 
any rate, the divine obligation to honor 
one’s parents, including filial ministra- 
tion to their physical needs, was set 
aside by the operation of some sup- 
posedly higher obligation. As if today a 
man would excuse the neglect of his 
primary obligations to his aged parents 
by pleading the obligations of the tithe. 


Andrew Sledd aptly remarks: 


“For Jesus, the obligations to hu- 
manity, of man to man in loving, help- 
ful, generous service, according to ca- 
pacity and according to need, are of the 
very essence of religion; are, in them- 
selves, of their very nature, duties to 
God, which may not be ignored or super- 
seded. But the scribes had some other 
and higher duties to God, whose center 
was conformity to priestly ritual, cere- 
monial, and ecclesiastical requirement. 
Their claim to superiority to other men 
and preference in the divine esteem was 
not based on a more generous and fra- 
ternal attitude toward their fellowmen, 
but rather on such things as fasting 
twice a week, and giving tithes of all 
that they possessed. And they would not 
learn the simple but revolutionary lesson 
that God requires mercy, rather than 
sacrifice.’’ (St. Mark’s Life of Jesus, 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press). 


Ill. Jesus’ Answer—Regarding Purity 


Having justified his disregard of the 
tradition of the elders, Jesus proceeded 
to answer the more specific charge, his 
disregard of their traditions regarding 
religious purity. He called the people 
around him and enunciated a general 
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principle, which struck at the heart of 
all prescriptions regarding ceremonial 
purity, not only of the unwritten Rab- 
binic law, but also of the whole Levitical 
system of distinctions between things 
clean and unclean in themselves. 

‘‘Hear and understand,’ he said, ‘‘not 
what goes into the mouth defiles a man, 
but what comes out of the mouth, this 
defiles a man.’’ As Montefiore, the 
Jewish scholar comments, 


‘“‘What comes out of the mouth comes 
from the heart, and the heart is the 
seat of religious uncleanness, as it is 
the seat of religious purity. Things can- 
not be religiously either clean or un- 
clean; only persons. And persons can- 
not be defiled by things; they can only 
be defiled by themselves, by acting ir- 
religiously. This principle seems 
profoundly true. It destroys with a 
prophet’s blow the terrible incubus from 
which all ancient religions suffered, that 
certain objects or physical states are in 
themselves taboo or religiously unclean.’’ 


The disciples came and said to him, 
‘(Do you know that the Pharisees were 
offended when they heard this saying?’’ 
No wonder they were offended. Jesus’ 
revolutionary principle challenged not 
only their traditions, but also the Law 
itself which declared that man was de- 
filed by eating certain foods or by touch- 
ing certain objects (Leviticus 11-15). It 
appeared to undermine the foundations 
of their religion, and certainly destroyed 
the rigid barriers which had been set 
up to keep Jew and non-Jew forever 
separate. 

Jesus replied, ‘‘Every plant which my 
heavenly father has not planted will be 
rooted up.’’ That is, every doctrine, 
every practice, every institution which 
has not been inspired by God and which 
does not reflect his Spirit (love for God 
and man), however strongly-rooted it 
may seem at the present time, will 
finally wither and die, or perhaps, as 
Jesus’ words suggest, be violently rooted 
up and flung aside. How often his 
words have been illustrated in history. 
How many firmly held beliefs, how 
many strongly entrenched practices to- 
day divide man from his fellowman, as 
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did the Jewish law of clean and unclean, 
How many of them, may we suppose, 
will stand the test of time? 

The Pharisees were the popular re- 
ligious leaders of the day. But, said 
Jesus, ‘“‘They are blind guides. And if 
a blind man leads a blind man, both 
will fall into a pit.’’ Religious teachers 
in any age may become blind leaders of 
the blind if they close their eyes to new 
truth, if they meet any suggestion for 
change with blind prejudice, if they re- 
fuse to examine traditional practices 
(even those accepted by the best people) 
in the clear light of the gospel of Christ. 

Peter said to him, ‘‘Explain the para- 
ble to us.’’ He said, ‘‘Are you still 
without understanding?” It seems 
strange to us that they should find it so 
difficult to understand, but the principle 
involved was so revolutionary, so far- 
reaching in its effects, threatening not 
only the tradition of the elders, but also 
the legislation of Moses (the Bible as 
they possessed it) that the disciples 
could not conceive that Jesus meant all 
that his words seemed to imply. Jesus, 
however, appeals to the moral percep- 
tions, the common sense of his disciples. 
“Do you not see that whatever goes into 
the mouth passes into the stomach, and 
so passes on?’’ Their own moral sen- 
sitiveness, he suggests, should make it 
clear to them that there is no moral 
problem involved. 


Real moral defilement, Jesus _ pro- 
ceeded to point out, has its source in 
the heart, which, according to popular 
Jewish psychology, was the organ which 
was associated with the higher life of 
man, including the mind. For out of 
the heart come evil thoughts, prompting 
breaches of the Ten Commandments 
which deal with man’s relation to his 
fellowman. ‘‘These are what defile a 
man,’’ says Jesus. His words suggest 
that the evil which men think and do 
not merely reveal their wickedness but 
actually defile them, i. e., make them 
wicked. We are so far the creators of 
our own evil character. 


‘‘But to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile a man,”’ the Master concluded. 
Origen, one of the early church fathers, 
comments: “It is not eating with un- 
washed hands, but, if one may use so 
bold an expression, it is eating with an 
unwashed heart, that defiles a man.” 
Or, as Chrysostom, the great preacher 
in the early church declared, ‘‘Even in 
the church we see such a custom pre- 
vailing amongst the generality, and men 
giving diligence to come in clean gar- 
ments, and to have their hands washed; 
but how to present a clean soul to God 
they make no account.”’ 


Is that true of us? What thoughts do 
we habitually cherish that defile our 
souls? 


Lesson commentary based on ‘‘International 
Sunday School Lessons: the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching,’’ copy- 
righted 1952 by the Division of Christian 
Education, National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. Scripture quotations 
are from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE. The 
Holy Scriptures in the King James and 
Revised Standard Versions with General 
Articles and Introduction, Exegesis, Ex- 
position for Each Book of the Bible. 





Volume I. The Abingdon - Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville and N. Y. 1,099 pp., 
$8.75. 


This is the third volume of the Inter- 
preters’ Bible to appear and the third 
in this notable series of commentaries 
to be reviewed in these columns. It is 
in effect three volumes in one. Four 
hundred and thirty-six pages, ten inches 
by six and a half in size, more than a 
third of the whole, are given to eleven 
general articles on the Bible as a whole, 
and to an equal number on the Old Tes- 
tament. These articles offer any min- 
ister or intelligent layman an excellent 
introduction to modern Biblical scholar- 
ship, a scholarship which is ever rever- 
ent, accepting the fact of divine revela- 
tion, along with the results of archaeo- 
logical research and the current findings 
of the popular form criticism, but re- 
jecting the idea of inerrant inspiration 
as contrary to the facts. Especially to 
be commended are the articles: ‘The 
Bible: Its Significance and Authority,”’ 
by Herbert H. Farmer; ‘‘The Study of 
the Bible,’’ by George Arthur Buttrick, 
and ‘‘The Faith of Israel,’’ by G. Ernest 
Wright. 

Cuthbert H. Simpson, who writes the 
introduction and exegesis to the Book 
of Genesis, believes that the book is 
made up of myths, legends or folk stories 
utilized or adapted to justify and recon- 
cile tribal and ecclesiastical tradition. 
So, in Genesis 12:1-4, ‘‘Abraham is less 
an individual than a symbol and per- 
sonification of the Israelite clans which 
had moved from the desert into Pales- 
tine and had settled at Hebron’ (at 
whose sanctuary, Abraham, so to speak, 
was the patron saint). Professor Simp- 
son is primarily concerned to penetrate 
to the original sources and to describe 
the method by which the immortal 
stories in Genesis have been brought to 
their present form. His material is of 
interest to the specialists. Dr. Russell 
Bowie, who gives us the exposition of 
the Book, presents the abiding spiritual 
message of Genesis, in more appealing 
form. It will prove a mine of inspira- 
tion to anyone who reads. 
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We have a somewhat similar treat- 
ment of the Book of Exodus. The ex- 
position in this case is written by J. 
Edgar Park, the introduction and ex- 
egesis by J. Coert Rylaarsdam. Pro- 
fessor Rylaarsdam accepts the docu- 
mentary theory of the origin of the 
Pentateuch, i. e., the belief that there 
are four primary documents, J, E, P 
and D, embodied in the present record, 
but states, and here he seems to be 
speaking for the contributors to the In- 
terpreters’ Bible as a whole, that ‘‘in 
the twentieth century this whole issue 
has been greatly illuminated by the 
growing recognition that these docu- 
ments owe their character and form not 
so much to older literary units that may 
have gone into each of them as to the 
nature and history of Israel’s oral tradi- 
tion from which the documents including 
antecedent literary forms, were de- 
rived.’’ Professor Rylaarsdam believes 
that the Book of Exodus is founded on 
objective historical fact—the exodus 
from Egypt, and the deliverance at the 
Red Sea—but holds that the the book as 
a whole 


“is not the history of Israel in any 
strict sense. It is rather an exposition 
of the meaning of that history for Israel. 

. In Exodus the event of revelation in 
its initial meaning and all subsequent 
interpretations of it down to the 6th 
century, are woven together into a single 
literary fabric. The whole Bible 
insists with Exodus that the meaning of 
creation is seen in the light of redemp- 
tion. It is the unique role of Exodus to 


deal directly with those historic incidents 
in relation to which this faith was first 
expressed.”’ 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Six Ways to Retire. Paul W. Boynton. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. How to make 
age an asset when retirement gives you a 
second chance. 

The Course of Empire. ‘Bernard DeVoto. 
Houghton Mifflin, Boston. $6. The story of 
the explorers of America and the continent 
they fought to conquer. 

How to Talk with People. Irving J. Lee. 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.50. A program for 
preventing troubles that come when people 
talk together, or, ‘‘a guide for the improve- 
ment of communication in committees.’’ 

This I Believe. Edward R. Murrow and 
Edward P. Morgan, eds. Simon & Schuster, 
N. Y. $1, paper. The personal philosophies 
of 100 thoughtful men and women. 

He That Gathereth. James W. Kennedy. 
World Council of Churches, N. Y. Paper. 
An account of the third world conference on 
faith and order held at Lund, Sweden, August 
1952. 

Jan Christian Smuts. J. C. Smuts. Wm. 
Morrow & Co., N. Y. 496 pp., $6. A _ bio- 
graphy of the great South African statesman 
and general written by his son. 
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The PERFECT Christmas Gilt 


for Your Pastor ... Your Teacher .. . or Yourself! 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 


Christendom’s Most Comprehensive Commentary 


12 VOLUMES 


The completely new Bible commentary that 


* Gathers together all that reverent scientific 
studies have discovered about the Bible. 


* Provides the preacher, teacher, student—every 
Bible reader—with practical help and stimulus 
in understanding and interpreting its truth. 


“There is nothing else available that can re- 
motely compare with THE INTERPRETER’S 
BIBLE. Rich in spiritual insight, rich in sugges- 
tiveness, practical in its application—truly a 
mine for any interpreter of the Scriptures.”— 
Presbyterian Outlook. 


The complete texts of both the new Revised 
Standard and the King James Versions of the Bible 
are used in parallel columns throughout The Inter- 
preter’s Bible. 


From October, 1952, through March 1953, the 
International Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
are on “Matthew—Gospel of the Christian Life.” 
Here Volume VII with its fourteen articles on 
the New Testament and the complete commen- 
tary on Matthew and Mark, is invaluable. 


Ten CEES 


Send for the complete story .. . 


Your Presbyterian Book Store will send you this 
detailed, illustrated prospectus giving complete infor- 
mation about THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE—sample 
pages, plan and scope, editors and writers, publication 
schedule, and standing order plan. Write for your 
free copy today! 


Now Ready .. 


Volume I—General and Old Testament 
Articles; Genesis, Exodus 
1130 Pages $8.75 
Volume VII—New Testament Articles; 
Matthew, Mark 
944 Pages $8.75 
Volume VIII—Luke, John 
824 Pages $8.75 


(The other volumes will appear at half-year 


Please send me the prospectus on 
THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
published by Abingdon - Cokesbury. 


intervals until all 12 volumes are published.) 
At Your Bookstore 


Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
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